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I realize this letter is late, however, after seeing the attached article in a local rural newspaper I felt
it important to let you know that the seven health districts in Idaho are excluded from this
telecommunication system that other health professionals are free to use. The seven health
districts have offices in all 44 counties of Idaho and a telecommunications system like this would
be a great asset to the public health professionals, the public in general, the schools that we work
with and complimentary to the hospital's similar system.

Although this is late, it is a good example of how public health is expected to do a great deal for
the community but remains inadequately funded. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

~VLL<:10l<-<0
Larry M. Belmont
Director

1m
enc.

c: Senator Dirk Kempthorne
Senator Larry E. Craig
Representative Mike Crapo
Representative Helen Chenoweth
Nancy Rawding, NACCHO

No. of Copias rec'd
List ABCD E

The Panhandle Health District is an Equal Opportunity Agency
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teleconfet:encing hits,Sl\1 ...•
: Televisions have " been The camera sends speakers' wants to get her 'bachelor's de-

, b;lamed !or wasting people's time images to participants, he said, gree in nursing," he said. "To
Slnct;JI!'lng mass produced forty and the televisions allow travel to Spokane and back, on
years ago",J {) ?:r ~,'>;' ~,8p,:ake.rs and audience to their calen~er~nd ~me schedule

, The two televisions' screens ' 'maintain eye contact. Because of is extraordmanly difficult. Now
which face the r.arrow confer- the picturee' ~.1arity, documents she can do from St. lI..aries what
en~e table in Benewah Com- and charts can be transmitted as 'could have requil-ed travelling to
munity Hospital's conference ~en., get her degree."';'!: ,,:,
rOo~;:however, ~ thereto save ,It's all there but the hand- To communicate with other '
time,Ad money, Mike Boyd, the shake. systems outside of the ,state re·
q~ita1's~~~to~said.' ,. i The $40,000 equipment in quires morecon.nections be
" The televisions, and the the Benewah Community Hos- made from the, SWItch lJoard at

streamlined camera that lies pital is part of a $450 000 video NIC. System users are, charged ~
aiop on :.:.. th part f .' an $11 per hour access fee.
• " ..~ UJ,.• em are 0 an teleconferenc1Og system that . .. .." ' ,
Interactive VIdeo system that can was instaDed in five area hospi- Other faCilities that have ob- ..
~D;Ut ill18P!' !fom St. M~es tals and North Idaho College, tained. teleconferencing equip- l
!.G siuU1ar teleV1Sl0ns at five Sl~ Mr. Boyd said. It was paid with a ment. lDclude Bonner Gene~ I"

In nart,'hern., Id~ho, 'he. 8a1~. ,federal grant and match money Hosp~tal, Boundat;:Y Commumty
Groups of IndiVIduals 10 dif- from participating groups HOSPital, KootenaI Medical Cen-

, ferent places can simultaneously I th f '--:1'd tel', Shoshone Medical Center, I; .
interact by using the new sys- n e uture, llU.Ully octors and North Idaho College.
tem may use the system to consult .
i ,',' . ~th specialists in larger medical Mr. Boyd .Bald the B~newah
. A o~e-hou~ ,meet1Og ~t centers on diagnoses. That County.Hospital system sho~d 4i.

Kooten81, Me~lCll1 ,Center 10 would require additional. equip_ be !vallable for commmu~llty~'
Coeur d Alene that once re- ment and expenses he Bald. use, for emergency medical,.
qUired a half day away from the M . ' , ' 'h . " " training and business confer- lI,\~,.
job, can now beatiended by . aJor pay~rs suc as eneas. " •
Phvaicians in 81. Maries or Bon- Medicare, haven t yet agreed on f tho ki d f I

;1- , .. t t' "The more 0 IS no'ners Ferry with equal ease .- by a lee paymen sys em lor . ' 'I
. bb' of tJ d physicians who assist in diag- eqUIpment we have, the more 'gr\ling ,a .~p . co e~ an noses or treatment via willing people are to live in rural

SWl '" ng on ;,ue e"lU!r~~m". tel ed" h 'd America ~ he said Ralph, em IClne, e S8l • ' ' •
"If you think of how much I dd' . '_, . B811:holdt ,

troubJe it is to get someplace for n a ltion to COwerenclDg, ,
. • Mr Boyd 'd,"Th and diagnostics the new system

a m.,.,ung, . Bal e has other, equally valuable uses,
realities of travel are that a lot of
time is wasted for a one-hour Mr. Boyd said.
meeting." "There's an RN here who


